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Detweon 20 Decerber 1951 and 1l January 1952, theve was little air arhi
at Laerz airficld because of wnfavorable weather, On 28 December, Irnr NiC-
15s practicsd firing at ground targebs near KetzoW.

At 103130 a.m. on 10 January 1952, 20 1MG-15s and 2 single-cnyine lowe-wing
monoplares were counted st Leerz airfield. Other 1§C-15s vhose number could
not be determined were seen at the field. Four MiC-15s circled sver the

field. At 2:20 p.m., 29 HiG-15s, L single-engine low-wing moncplones, £ bie
nlanes, and 2 tvin-engine planes with radial engines, double rudder agsemblies
and tail wheels were counted at the Jield.

On 10 January, the engines of two IMi(=15s, which were parked on the taxiway
in the soubhern sectiou of the field, weras started. A two=vheel carf 50 to

60 tm high, 100 cm long and 60 cm wide,was observed in front of a IMiG-15.

It was loaded with twe tanks, 2ach 1.2 to 1.5 meters long and 25 cm in
diareter. A hose extended Irom the cart to a MiC-1%; hewever, source could
not observe vhether both tanks were intercemnected. Sowrce saw a npan stand-
ing on the Iront portion of a wing. From this he irnferred that the hose was
fitted into the lelt front section of the fuselage in front of the wing.

At first, source heard a waak humming noise which rapidly increased to a
roaring noise. After 2 to 3 ninutes, the same procedure was observed at
another 171G-15, The two planes were running at full speed after an estimated
10 minntes. The aircraft one after the other taxied along ths seuthern sechtion
of the taxiway to the east ond of the runway vhere they took off individually,
heading wast. They joined the four 11iC-10s which were already aloft and Lormed
one formation disappearing toward the west. At §:10. a.m. on 11 January, 23
'iG-15s and 2 single~ensine, low-ving moneplanes vere counted at the field.
An undetermined nurmber of 1liG«15s' '.:'ere‘al&;o observed . :

The taxiway between the South end of the WW-SE runway and the east ond of the
B~ rumwray was cormleted. It had ona concrete strip similar to the other taxi-
ways. lo aireralt dispersal areas were observed in the wooded avea, southeast
of the field., (1) A concrete structure vhich projected sbout 3 meters above

the pround was observed on the eastern edge of the Tield, scuth of the runway.

{2) llo antenna was observed on the [lirht contrel building. (3} Source only
knew of one fuel dwsp vhich was located in the wonded arca on the scutheastern

‘edge of the field, The Tuwel arrived in railroad tank cars st ithe spur track

and was trucked to the dump . '
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A recio installatior with one mast was located just northwwest of he 2ast
end of the E-W runway. Seven to elght lights located In the extension of
the southern edge of the runway illuminated the approach lane hatween
triangulation point 77 and the sast end of the runway. lo change was
observed on the radio installation on hill 77. (L)

An employee of a Rechilin construction office said that a fence was scheduled
to be constructed. It was to be 12,000 metars long. 4 2,200 moter porition

of the fence along the western edge of the field and aleng the canal as far
as the bridge nertheest of Laerz will be covered with boards bhaving a height
of 2 meters, The remaining 9,800 meters will consist of barbed wire. Alter
early January 1952, poles and beartds arrived by rail at Eilerhols ralivesed
station. On the morning of 11 Janumry, four or [ive cars leaded with poles
were observed at Ellerholz railrcad shatlion.

25X1A

25X1C

At 9230 a.m. on 2l January, the field was occupied by 39 MiG-15&, 5. single=

i i : laneg, 2 twin.oneine lowowing monoplaves, and 3 biplanes.
A radio instelisbion with
Cranzow, in the northeastern

ST TdER s 1 2 @ L3 3 X
corner of Japen (forest-subarsa) 222. (5)
On 91 December, all German female personnel in the Rechlin restricted area
were dismissed and replaced by Kussian wemen. The new boxes which had been
allepedly loaded between L and 7 December conbained furniturs. ALl of them
belonged to Soviebt officers and werse too light to carry sircraft parts.
Syurce could not determine whether the officers went on leave or were brans-
ferred. On 10 Janusry, a Soviet major from the Rechlin restricted area asked
at the railroad station whether the hoxes would be transloaded at F:ﬂax:kf%t/
Oder or whether they would go through %o Drest-Litovsk. e said that be
wanted to sand his fumiture. (&)

Thers was flying at the field on 26 Decepber and not on 27 Deceuber as
praviously reported. ‘] |

A bakery in Laerz delivered an averags of 700 leawes of bread daily for the
personnel in the Rechlin barracks. | ‘
The unit in Rechlin was also supplied with bread Ifom & Dakery .o Larow. (0)

On 2 January, four railread tank cars wmhich were labuled "#From lalle/Saals
to Ellerholz” were observed on the railroad siding ab the field., (9) & fonce
was being constructed around an area ahout 75 squave meters, sSouth of :
dispersal arsa of the alert planes on the souvthern end of the N-3 runway.
In the fenced-in area there wers four wocden huts uncer congiriction and a
radio truck with a whip antenna about 3 melers high. ) :

The eastern end of the rumway was determined by kilowetsr meaker L6 on

Mirow-Retzow road. The runway extends 30 meters sculh of kilometar narker
and north of an embackwent. There is a distance of LEO nmaters between the
runway and the spot where Virow-Retsmow road leaves the wooded area. {10)

Between 9330 and 10:30 a.m. on § January, 12 jebt planes with awxilisary
tanks were towed to the east end of the runway. Only %wo planes i it}
circle each over the field. Between 9:30 aun. and 3 p.m. on 10 Jasnary, Lype-2%

SECHET
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planes neade prach. e fl 1gfht.a usually in groups of two. The ajireralt

remained sioft for about 20 winaites and then landed individually. Teuid
planes practicad upside-down Ilviag. Porty-one #iG-1%s and tyne
& Yak-Yig, L lak-»llm It Po-%8 and 7 twine-enpine planes with radid
double rudder asseviklies were parked at the field. | | 25X 1

Between 9 a.m. and noon on 15 January, eight jet aircraft were being bowed
40 the east end of the rumway, Flying was disconbinued alter twe or three
takew«effs. Between 9 a.mo and 3 pome on 18 Jenuary, flying was centinaally
practlced by sbout 15 plarnes including two twineengine aircralt with radial
engines which flew in forvmation. One of the planes towad a sloeve target.

| Commnt;so
7T comparison with previous informabion, the nusber of WiG-15s chssrved ab
the field differs greatly. Since no hangars sre available zt the fie=ld, it
is balieved that there arz dispersal areas which have net been chserved by
sovrcas. According to infermation by another sowrce amd judging by continual
fuel shipments o two OATBs, the [ield has been occupled by
two fighter reglients for more than a year. 1t has been believed that the
two regimerte are equipped with about 80 ¥iC-15s5, However, other sources
observed orly sboubt 62 MiG~15s. Thuz, the actual aircrafi strengih of the
twe Lighter regiments has not been detormined.,
The eoncrete structwre, which is reported for the first bime, probally houscs
the radio installation temporarily.
For sketch of flipht condrol building, sse Annex 1.
For location skebteh of radio installation at the dnd of the E-¥ runway, see
Aggex 2, For location of iriangulablon point 77, sce map GSGS Lldh, sheeh
2642 . .
For locabion of Jagen (forestesvbarea) 222, see 0SGS llill, cheet 2642, 25X1A
The Adcock IF station was previously lecated in this area.
These furniture shipments were previously reportaed. |_ |

Lﬂu COnCcLasion can be drawn Lrom these incomplete statements as to the itohal
strength of occupation in the Rechlin restricted area in virich the Ilight
units and ground units of the two fighter regiments are guarbered,

The railveosd tank cars probably come from the hydrogenation plant in lLeuna.
Hydrogenatiou plants furnish fuel to the air force depots and dlmd,}y o
airfields, It has not beern possibls to follow up on these fuel shiprents from
hydrogenation plants to al rf‘ielda in the Soviet Zone of (:armrmy»,

The em}ankmfano 12 entered in G5GS LLlk, shest 2642, Thus, the 2ast end of the
runway can pe determined from the information reporbed.
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